
Writing Prompts: Mystery/Thriller Genre

A body is discovered in a locked room with no doors or windows.

A thief breaks into a house but finds another criminal already there… dead.

The perfect heist goes wrong when the team realizes someone on the inside is playing both sides.

A retired hitman is forced to come out of hiding after their alias is leaked online.

A lawyer realizes their newest client is guilty—of the crime the lawyer committed years ago.

An investigative journalist stumbles on a serial killer’s diary hidden in an old case file.

Every time the detective gets close to the truth, a new suspect confesses.

A police officer discovers their own fingerprints at a fresh crime scene.

A small town is shaken when everyone receives an anonymous letter claiming one is a killer.

A cold case detective starts to believe their long-dead suspect may still be alive.

Crime Fiction Prompts

Psychological Thriller Prompts

A woman wakes up every day with no memory of the previous day—but someone is using this to

manipulate her.

A therapist starts to suspect that one of their patients is a murderer—and they might be next.

A man’s new wife is perfect… too perfect. When she disappears, he’s the prime suspect, but did she

ever exist?

A person receives photos of themselves sleeping in their own locked apartment.

A child’s imaginary friend knows too much about real-life murders.

A woman moves into a new house and finds a diary detailing her own future crimes.

A man accused of murder insists he’s innocent—but video footage shows him committing the crime.

A psychologist must solve a crime using clues hidden in a patient’s recurring dreams.

After a near-death experience, a man begins hearing the thoughts of everyone around him—and one

person is planning a murder.

A detective becomes obsessed with a killer who leaves no bodies—only missing people who were

never reported missing.

 Detective & Procedural Prompts

A new detective must solve their first murder—except their partner is the lead suspect.

A famous serial killer is caught and imprisoned, but copycat murders start happening with details

only the real killer would know.
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An ex-FBI profiler is called back in when their original case becomes active again… 20 years later.

A detective finds that all of the evidence in their newest case leads back to their own family.

A rookie cop discovers a secret database of unsolved crimes deliberately hidden by the department.

A detective wakes up in a crime scene with no memory—and the murder weapon in their hand.

A long-dead victim leaves behind a cryptic puzzle leading to their real killer.

A detective investigating a cult starts losing time and memories of the investigation.

A private investigator is hired to find a missing woman—who’s standing in his office two days later

claiming he is missing.

A series of crimes mimic scenes from a detective’s first novel.

Twist-Driven & High-Stakes Prompts

The victim turns out to be the killer, and their own murder is part of their revenge plan.

A politician is assassinated in front of thousands, but the bullet never came from the crowd.

A detective solving a string of murders realizes the killer is following their old case reports.

A cult believes they must murder one person a year to prevent an apocalypse—and they’ve never

been wrong.

A person’s family disappears without a trace. Then they start receiving home videos of them… from

the future.

A train is stopped in the middle of nowhere after a body is found on board. The passengers must

solve the crime to move forward.

Everyone in the building was knocked out for three hours—and no one remembers a thing.

A detective receives an anonymous package containing a bloodstained letter… written by themselves.

A killer leaves behind a clue in the form of a children's nursery rhyme.

The protagonist discovers their own fingerprints on a crime scene they’ve never visited.

Simple or Short-Form Prompts

A stranger confesses a crime to the wrong person.

Someone keeps breaking into the protagonist’s apartment but never steals anything.

A series of murders follow the zodiac signs.

A child’s drawing matches an unsolved crime scene perfectly.

A voicemail left on a phone details the next murder.
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A dog digs up something horrifying in the backyard.

A detective gets a new partner who knows too much about an ongoing case.

A missing person case leads to a decades-old underground bunker.

A friend vanishes right after revealing a shocking secret.

A killer always calls the victim’s loved one seconds before the murder.

Complex/Philosophical/Thought-Provoking Prompts

What if a killer believes they’re saving people from a worse fate?

Can you solve a murder if no one remembers the victim?

What if the detective and the killer are the same person… and neither knows it?

What happens when justice depends on a lie?

Is the truth always worth revealing if it destroys innocent lives?

Can a person be guilty of a crime they dreamed about but never committed?

What if the person you trust most is deliberately leading you off the trail?

When every suspect has a motive—but none of them had the means—what’s the missing piece?

What if the killer is only targeting people who’ve gotten away with crimes?

What if solving the murder reveals a bigger, far more dangerous conspiracy?

Historical & Gothic Mystery Prompts

A manor house is haunted by the whispers of an unsolved murder.

A woman receives letters from a long-dead relative confessing to a crime.

A detective in the 1800s must solve a murder during a royal masquerade ball.

A ghost leads a medium to the remains of their long-forgotten killer.

A Victorian orphanage hides dark secrets—and the truth is buried in the walls.

A locked room mystery takes place in a crumbling castle during a storm.

A dying confession reopens a centuries-old case.

A noble family is being murdered off one by one, but no one remembers who’s next.

A cursed painting shows a murder that hasn’t happened yet.

A Gothic writer’s fiction begins mirroring real-life crimes.
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Modern Mystery Prompts with a Twist

A true crime podcast host is murdered—and their latest episode reveals the killer.

A viral TikTok dance challenge leads to the location of a missing person.

A group of influencers are trapped in a house where one of them is a murderer.

A dating app leads users directly to crime scenes.

An AI assistant starts revealing clues to a cold case.

A livestream captures a murder—but the video mysteriously vanishes.

A cyberstalker begins blackmailing victims before they commit any crimes.

A reality TV show turns deadly when contestants start dying in elimination order.

An anonymous Reddit user claims to be a killer—and dares others to stop them.

A victim leaves behind a “choose your own adventure” journal that contains clues to their killer.
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